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Good Evening ladies and gentlemen. My name is Jannelvy and I am a member of the Groundwork Lawrence Green Team. I am a senior at Central Catholic high school, and this is my second year on the Green Team. Tonight I would like to share a story with you about a little girl. This little girl sits on the Merrimack River and wonders what could have been. Would she have been able to learn that life is not about computers, cell phones, or cars? In all honesty I truly believe that without the Groundwork Lawrence Green Team I would not be the woman I am today. I would not have been in able to stand here and tell you my story. I would also not have been able to explore a few of our country’s most wondrous, natural attractions. Participating in the Groundwork USA Conferences in Washington D.C. and in Denver, Colorado taught me different things about life. In Washington my good friend Jessica and I were challenged with the task of talking to legislators. In Colorado I learned networking is not about being best friends with whomever you meet, but to come together to achieve a common goal. In a sense we were taught to bridge a gap around the country with other areas of the U.S. that shared the same struggles and beliefs as the youth here in Lawrence, and Green Team members nationwide. 
	As a national organization Groundwork Lawrence is committed to reducing our carbon footprint. For us Green Team members living an eco-friendly life is not only a job but it is our way of life. Sharing this passion of creating a better Lawrence has made us bond in ways that were never imaginable. These 9 young, determined, intelligent, loving Green Team members behind me have become my second family. During this past summer I woke up every morning just to spend time with these amazing people. Also knowing that putting all of our great minds to work hard together would help change Lawrence for the better. Because of Groundwork Lawrence I am proud to say I am from Lawrence. I will never deny that fact.
	Thank you for your support here tonight, and please enjoy the rest of your night.







Hello, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Migueyli, I am 15 years old and I am a Green Team member. I came into the Green Team inexperienced and very unaware, I was also the youngest in the group and that was very intimidating in itself. Then after the first day, I was bewildered by the magnitude of work the GT does. I could have never anticipated being a part of such a dedicated, passionate and conscientious group of individuals whose goal was not only to promote environmental awareness and educate the youth of this city to live healthier lifestyles but to revolutionize the way the people of Lawrence treat themselves and their community. 
In our monthly park clean-ups, we don’t simply gather on a Saturday to clean a park; but we engage our community and challenge our peers to become united in the purpose of beautifying our city. In our health workshops we don’t solely write and perform a skit to a group of kids, but we dedicate our time to pass on our knowledge and rise up a generation of kids that will make a commitment to live a healthier lifestyle, as we have. And Keepin’ It Fresh, our business venture? The purpose of this project is to provide our city was with fresh, organic produce not because we thought it was fun; but because we realized the scarcity of organic produce in our city and we decided to change that. 
Change. The Green Team is all about change. The Green Team has changed my perspective about this city and made me appreciate the beauty and natural resources this city obtains. Being in the Green Team has made me discover things about this city that I could have never imagined existed like Café Verde and Groundwork Lawrence, for instance. The Green Team has also redefined me as a youth, as a leader that is also a humble caregiver. I can now say that I have the confidence to go out into the world and take a stand to break the cycle of negativity in my city, through diligently working towards a brighter, greener future. 
These young men and women are an inspiration to me. I find it so impressive how a group of 10 opinionated, assertive teenagers can fuse to work together so fluently and efficiently. Having the privilege to work with them has given me the motivation to succeed and then ingenuity to acknowledge that; yes, there are a million things wrong with the world but that means one million opportunities to step up and make things right. And that’s what we’re doing in the Green Team.
 When people see us walking through the streets, carrying pickaxes and shovels, filthy from head to toe, they automatically lock their doors and close their windows. But when a few individuals stop us and ask us why exactly doing this; we tell them our story of what we’re doing for them and for the community. The impression we give them and the inspiration we are to them makes all the blood, sweat and tears we put into our work worth it. 
These wonderfully promising individuals have become my family. I’ve grown to appreciate them, despite our differences. That is because we share a common characteristic and that is the passion for what we do and the vision for a better Lawrence. Thank you for this great honor to be a part of this and may God bless the Green Team for being good stewards of His creation. Good night.

